Karen Saakyan (Kamala Mala dasa) is a Hare
Krishna devotee from the Soviet Republic of Armenia. He
was arrested in 1985 for his preaching activities, especially
book publication and distribution. Karen Saakyan was re-
leased on December 31, 1987 from a Special Psychiatric
Hospital in Yerevan. The following is taken from an inter-
view with Karen Saakyan in Moscow in February 1988
where he describes his experience of persecution with his
fellow believers, Suren Karapetyan, Armen Saakyan (his
brother) and Armen Sarkisyan.

Karen Saakyan, “After our trial we were put into a
psychiatric hospital in Yerevan. There we were given
drugs. During our trial we had been fasting and were
consequently very weak. They began to inject us with
haloperidol and other neuroleptic drugs. This caused us
to fall into a very bad condition. We just wanted to end
our lives, but there was no way to do it. They stopped
giving us these drugs after one of our friends told our
story to a reporter from the Washington Post.

“They forcibly fed us with eggs through a tube in-

"If we had no support from foreign
countries, maybe they would have
killed us."

serted down our throats. Then they injected us with
drugs becausc they thought that this would make us give
up our religious principles. They tried to force us to stop
chanting our prayers. The drug haloperidol has such an
effect that you cannot stay in any position. You cannot
sit, you cannot lie down, you cannot stand, you do not
know what to do. It is very difficult to chant prayers
after an injection of this drug. This drug is meant to
cause mentally ill people to reject their unreal thoughts.
They wanted to convert us from our religious thoughts
and from chanting prayers, but by the mercy of Lord
Krishna and our spiritual master, we continued to chant
the Hare Krishna mantra.

“They injected us with these drugs three times a day.
There was no time for the drug to wear off before the
next dose was administered. They were very strict about
this.

“Some of the hospital staff were very much against
Krishna Consciousness, but many of them could not un-
derstand why we were being persecuted. They all had
orders from higher authorities to torture us. They were
only instruments in the hands of their authorities. If they
did not fulfill their desires, then they could not remain
working there.

16

Karen Saakyan Describes His Persecution

Karen Saakyan (Kamala Mala dasa)

“We were together with many prisoners. Our preach-
ing was appreciated by them because they were also tor-
tured. It was a very horrible place. Some of them com-
mitted suicide in the cells. Many of them were
murderers.

“The doctors were afraid to do anything to us when
they found out that we had support from people in for-
eign countries. They were very much afraid of that. If we
had no support from foreign countries, maybe they
would have killed us. Our country wants to show the
world that there is justice here, but if men are impris-
oned because of their religious beliefs, what kind of jus-
tice is that?

“When we were in the prison in Yerevan they put us
separately into cells with crazy men and kept us in very
intolerable conditions. We were in cells with eight or
nine insane murderers. In these cells there were no toi-
lets or washing facilities. The air was very dirty, they
were all smoking and using very bad language towards
each other. The atmosphere was like hell because every-
thing was so dirty. The authorities torture one psycholo-
gically with such conditions. They told us that if we did
not give up our religious beliefs and activities we would
stay there till our death. We took shelter of our knowl-
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Krishna Conscious books confiscated from Saakyan’s apartment in Yerevan.

cdge that everything is temporary in this material world,
and ignored their threatening words.

“When we were in the psychiatric hospital some of
the doctors wanted to release us because not all of them
were corrupt. Some of them were honest men under the
influence of corrupt authorities, basically innocent
people. The Chief Doctor was
not at all positive towards us

they did it because it is a very difficult process. They
don’t know me nor are they connected to me, but I am
very thankful to them.

“We associated with many prisoners who were inno-
cent men. That is the way it is in our country. In such
suffering condition many of them began to think about
God and why they were in such
a situation. This made a very

and did not want us to be re-

favourable  atmosphere for

leased. “What can we do when we live in such preaching.

“A  psychiatric commission
came from Yerevan and de-

a country where you can only feel

“When we had to travel in
the prison train from one prison

cided not to release us. Later, a afraid? You do not even understand to another, they put us together

commission came from Mos-
cow and they decided to re-
lease us. The doctors in the
Yerevan hospital were
astonished because they could

what you are afraid of, or why you are
afraid, but you only know that you
must feel afraid.”

with prisoners who were suffer-
ing from tuberculosis. This is al-
ways done by prison or camp
authorities. They do not take
care of prisoners. They take

not understand why we were
being released. The commis-
sion said that there was a lot of noise being made
around the world because of our trial and impri-son-
ment. To stop this propaganda they were releasing us.
“We knew that this noise was made by people around
the world who wanted to help us. I do not know how

Hare Krishna in the U.S.S.R

better care of the pigs and dogs.

They know that there are many
innocent men who are imprisoned. What can we do
when we live in such a country where you can only feel
afraid? You do not even understand what you are afraid
of, or why you are afraid, but you only know that you
must feel afraid.”®
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Yy S J/f/e .

73 MaTepraion AWYNOrO RGN, W3 Memnmwomol AoKyMewtTalmy ¥ CO
CAOP WCWUTYENOrO WSREOTHO CaSayPmEe: DANEE DAIRNTHE ero NpoTexalo
6e3 ocodennocreR. llepewee pAx wWudeHOWOWWHX W NMPOCTYANHX Sadosenamiit
dep ocaoxnewwii, lTo xapaxrTepy POC THXNM, HoCAYWHHM, OCRMTEALWMM, MO
GeSHEMUNATHENEM, NMKOPAA NG CTPEMWICA X amzepcray. FMxoay savax noce~ |
paTH CBOSPPEMCHNO, B CTADUMX KIACOAX MPOABAAX WHTEPEC X TOWNHM Hay-
RaM, HoCemRX uWKOXY C MWaNXo-MATEMATHYECKMM yKioWeM. B nepwox ooy ve-
¥R B X XKiacee WCHMTHRAX TPYANOCTH NpY COCPEROTONEMNY, He Mor pased-
PaTHON B CROWX MHCHMX., OOBNCHAET 5TO TEM, 4YTO K TOMYy BpEMEHN Yy Nere
P roxoBe "CHONWACH KOWIZAMEDANT SEAHWR", OF were » MHCAAX "mapwa
xa0e"”. TMocae oxowwamua 10 Xazaceo® padotax padouwu wa crpoliixe » reve-
HUN roza. SaveM mocTynua wa daxyasrer pamvoiwswxy EpemamcKore yuwsep-
cuvera, flo ero caoraM yWnTHCH OHXO WHTEDECHO, BCE ORoConNOE BpeMA
HpoRoawa sa uyremweM dwaocolexoR awrveparyps. fa BropoM Xypoe »ssa axa-
AEMUYECKU R OTHYCK. B 9T0 IpeMA ¥y WEro NOABMICH WHTEPEC K DeANINOBHMM
PONpOCAM, OCTAX N3YYATH XpuoeTHaucr2o. C sToll NeAnp ON PHEXAX I AzNN
¥3 OTmaxeNwux palloHo® peCHYCAMEN ¥ nAA Npwodmemtn X XpworHawcwoR
peavT¥N, TAe OOmAJXCA C MECTHMMMN CPANEROCAYXHTEIINN 3 TEYSWNE MecAua.
Ozsaxo BCXOPE NONWAX, 4YTO "NOTWHNHOA BEpH WM ¥ Xoro WeT", »epwyics 3
Epéman, npocawAa ywery. lo-HpexweMy yaeaia MHOre BpeNeHN W3yYewwn
pagsavymix peanrvosnux yneswR, B IO r. mmepsie nosWaAKOMNACA © yue-
wves "Kpumn™, Tlo ere cxomaM, Cpasy %e nosepwa ® wWero, nowsa, 4Yre
2TO exawweTREeNwHE PEPEHA HNYTH X NOSHANND MMpPA, OMHCAR CYymecTBORA WM,
Crax COCAORATS POS NPWNININY AAWNOrO yYeWNSt, WoHOANAA mawrps (MoamTIM),
TpHAepEMBaJCh ocodofl xweTH, CrpewMjom “"crars mpeaawwsn Kpwmmw™,
Mocaezwume 1,5 roza wNrae We padorasy, BaHNMANCA PEANIHOIHOR REATEXn~
HOCTHD, AXTHEHO Nponaramwmmpomrax "yyemwe Kpwuns" ¥ pacHpOCTPAMAX M-
reparypy. B J985 romy wenuTyewuft mo zawHOMy xeAy OMa NpPHRAGYEN X
yrogorwoll OTIETCTRENHOOTH. B OBA3W C COMMEWNEM 2 ero HowxuuwecxoR moa-
wonewwooyw 03,12.P6 r. ou Oug AMCYARTOPHC OCRUASTOALCTREO MW OyAGdNO-
noNxXHarpuvyecKol dxcueprusof Xowmuc el mpy Conevawswsxef PIE, rae dua
HPHSNAN PMEWAGMHEN, K&K "HecTpazapuMil KaxwM-an0e PacCTpORCTIOM NeK XM~
yeoxof aearexnwocTw”. Dawr B 297 6, aA.m.40-43),

Bo apeM7 cyaeduorc SACERAMWA 2 CBAM C HONPRMIALNM ROD St HHEM
Ouj BAnpARSCH WA NOPTOPHYR OYALUNO-NCMANATPHYACKYD SXONEPTHIY B
cTRINONApP Cyzeduore oTaeaewws mpe ConervameNcKoR PIE, rae waxozwass
e 27,03, no I1.04,86 r. B meproe Bpeus ONz mampiwmes, /wasazo BTOPere
avera/, XoW(AMKXTYEW, PASAPAXHTEAEN, OTKASAZCA OT UPHOME NNEM, XKOPMMA-
CA npREyANTCALNO 30meoRoR eMecsw. locroftwwo Tpedorax »wmwoxw 7,08,
86 r. womNTyeMHR Oua HpeXCTARACH HA KOMWOOWD NGl MPEACEeNATeAHCTROM
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npexcvasutTean BHIY oomeR » cynedwoit mowxwarpum nw,CepdeKere X.M.H.
J.A.Noxpesonch . Bo RpeMaA OCRMACTEALCTRORAWHA WORHTYEMUR aeprascs
¥ACTOPORENEO, ¥A POMDOCH OTReuAl JOPMAALNO, ORHOCKORNO, BHCKASHBAX
FeROMORBOTIO MO NOPOAY BABNAvYENNA PXCHEPYWIN. Fo BpeMs decead Ha
PRATYOBSYHE TENN BOMETHO ONVRANACH, CTAROBMACA MHOIOOCAORHHM, CHIOW-
EHM ¥ paceyanvTexrcTRy, lipw STOM peyl CTANOPHIZACH HEROCAEnOBATEXLNOM.
Npy MONHTNAX pasyderzewws TOROPNIE, YTo CCAW eMy RoKaxyy "ipowcXoxae-
EUe Xeouoca”, “OymWoOoTw MRME”, T0 ON BOSMOENO OTERAXSTCA oT "Vuems
Epnmun®, Koumoows mpwwaa X 96 xapuewn, 4ro Caaxsn K,.B. orpanaer Xpo~
YHYSCKMM RONXMURCKNM 38Cosemaumen B MopuMe ™sodpewww ¥ pPeNoMENzORaAss
BamparMiTs ero B0 BHVY wu.Cepdexoro aiA OXOWYATE JLHOT'O PEWSWMA AMAr-
HOOCTHUCCNNY ¥ SNONEPYHHX BONPOCOD. JMArHe? OHA NOATREDEREH ¥ COradc-
¥o pemeun” Repxosmero oyra ApM.CCP or (2,06.P6 r. Oux wanpasier Ha
FPHNYINTOALEO FSYeNWE P YOLOMWAX NOWX.O0TASASNNA CREUNAARNOTY THEA
mpx PE YNTY MBI Apu.CCP, B orzexewwe nocTymwa 16.09.86 r. ¢ amarso-
son "Twsofpewwn™,

COMATIECHOE COCTORHNE, Vonutyeutfi Pymd OPeaNero pPocTa, NopMo-
CrOReTHYCCKOTO TexocIonenNA, Homwue MOXKDORE WICTHE, BHINMME CINSHO-
™O oduynod oxpacxn, Co CTOPOWY FHYTDEHHWX ODraHoR DATAFOINN NE
BURBIE 6. Aprepwaaswoe auXamme xanzewws ITOMTS Mu,pT. oToAOR. Avamws
Kponm, MoIM » Apefenax HOPMM,

HEBPONCOIMTMECKCE COCTOMHME -~ Znno cwuNeTpHUHOE, Upayiw paduo-
MepHMe, DeaKINS W& CPET XWBAA, CHAKOB OYATOROIC HOPAWENWE LENTDRAL-
HoR wepPHOR oOwWOYEMN ¥ LATOAOTWYECKEX pedaexcos wer. Peaxuy® Baoepua-
¥a » ¥posw (WA cwdwame) OTPHINTEARNON,

NCRYMYECKOE COCTOAHME, mpe necTynasumM 2 ovasaewne, Neproe
TPENA HEOXOTHO ROTYNAX B deceny, Kpavxo oTIeVAX WA DONPOOH, Crap@a-
e ANCCHMYAMDORETH CROW BHYTPENWNE HepeMBaAwNA. Pacckasupas o mpWM-
mrnax ysewn® "Kpwuws" saNeTHO OnMBAAXCH, HAYNMAN rOBOPHTL ¢ SMOUNO-
paasHoR oxBEuSHNOCTRR. C BOCTODIrOM IOBODHA © TOM, YTO B0 BPEMA He-
NOANENNR MANTDN Y Wero “"doswwxaer Bndpallif rofoca”, of woropeR pas-
AVIACTOA OIANSHOTRG P Oepalie, MOARMIETCA "HENepezandeNoe YROROXLET-
Me", B meproe Ppewd upeckBaWNS D CJoxpEMUE, NeNpEpHREHO HOBTOPAA
"ManTpy" eTrpore Codanuaa BCe PEANIHOINNE OOpANN, WPNAGDEKEAICH ANE-
¥, C oXpysapuwuy CawBXWX OTHOWeWNE HE NMoANEpPEMBAX, OMA SaMEEyT?,
weoCluwresen. locTeneNno, NOR BANAWNEM NPOBOZNMOrO ACYEHHS COCTONWNME
GOABLHOTO CTRAO YAYWEMMBATRON, HAYAX WSOWDATEARHO OCKATHON C OKpyxap=-
uEMY, WeYesaa pAYEKTHEMAN HACHEeHNOCTH COZESHOWNWX HepewwBawmil, B
decesax ¢ PPAYOM CTAX NOCTYHMHM, OXOTHO ONMONBEX ONOE COCTOANNE, NG
nuTazeA Wro-awde ONpHTA. PeaNTWoBNNE OCPARN BNNOANAR WE SWCTENATH-
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YeOKW, WEOXOTHO. BHOXABUBAX AXTHDNOE XCIANNE TPYMITHOA Ho CHeNMaLR-
HOOGTN, OTpONA OMMSKME W peRarmNe nNaAW Ee oyaymee. NoawocTso orRep-
PR MNCAN © S03MOWHCOTY ZAAnWeAuere NPONATANANPORAWMS CPEXM OKpYE&D=
uMx pemrrposuore ywems "Coswamee Kpwmmu™,

flopezenve B ROCACRNNE MECAUN NOCHJAQ YHBOPIAO'E HHER XADAKTEP,
NOBHOK ZRCE PONEDAN ANTYINOCTS. [loAMNaach WA CTHYRAS upnm K cRoeMy
HCHXVYE CKONY COCTORMND,

Ha ocHoBaWNN WRJOXONWOTO, KOMMCONA HDWXOMMT K SOKADYSHWE, WO
Caawen Kapew BRSARMNDORNY CTPAZAET XPOEWTECENM, NCKXWYECKHM Sadeyesa-
Ewex » ewxe Tesofpewsw. B xoxe npoRomMore zevesms y Caaxsiue ovMeve-
HO SHAWITEALHOE JRYWHEMNE ROWXWHeCKor'o COCTORHEA. B sutvurexpuod Cre-
HEHN YUOPRAOWEOCH NOBENSENE, FOYSIRA AdfeNTHIHAN HACHNEHHOCTD Goaen.
HeHENX NepexMBAmMil, DOPHONZRCH BOJENAS AXTVWINOCTD CO CTPEHIBHNEN X
TPYAOBOR ASATCARHOCTH, WAMETVIMOL POAJILHHE BOSMCENOCTY X [TDOBEZENND
Pet CnARTALKNONRNX MeponpATHR., B HACTOMNEE PPCMN U0 CHOENY ICHXMYEC-
¥ouy coctommwp Caswwu W,.B, we npepcramzfet OCOCOR COUMAXLEHOR ORAC
HOOTH, » ZAZANeAWEN OPYHYINTEC HHOM JEYEHNYW B NCHXWATPYURCHOR COa»NN~
e CHeLMAXLHOrO THHA HE HYNERETOR, MOEeY ONTH WANDABAGN ZAA WPOAOGA=
FOHES NMOMEYAMTCALHOTO JevYemrA 2 NOWXMATPHYSCKYD Coxpuwly odwere THNA.

Mpexcezareas LUCIK
pyrosozrrexs ornesa BHYC odmed w
eyneduen aowxwarpmm uw,Cepdcxore

K M. H, floppesona 1. A,
fau . wpexceraremm TCME, x v, w, Apyroumu A.3.
San.cuel, ora MBI x-u »/¢ HapmwpooRy 2.B.
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